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A series of regional surveys conducted by Carsey 
institute researchers in 2010 and early 2011 asked 
nearly 9,500 individuals about climate change.  Key 
findings include:
• Most people say that they understand either a 
moderate amount or a great deal about the issue 
of global warming or climate change.
• Large majorities agree that climate change is 
happening now, although they split on whether 
this is attributed mainly to human or natural causes.
• The level of understanding and specific beliefs 
about climate change vary from region to region.
• Beliefs about climate change are strongly related 
to political party.  republicans most often believe 
either that climate is not changing now or that 
it is changing but from mainly natural causes.  
Democrats most often believe that the climate is 
changing now due mainly to human activities.
• political polarization is greatest among the 
republicans and Democrats who are most 
confident that they understand this issue.  
republicans and Democrats less sure about their 
understanding also tend to be less far apart in 
their beliefs.
• people who express lower confidence also might 

















































“Next, I would like to ask you some questions about the issue of 
global warming or climate change. How much do you feel you 
understand about this issue—would you say a great deal,  
a moderate amount, only a little, or nothing at all?
   4 A great deal
   3 A moderate amount
   2 Only a little
   1 DK/Nothing at all”
“Which of the following two statements do you think is more 
accurate?
	  3 Most scientists agree that climate change is 
   happening now, caused mainly by human activities.
   2 There is little agreement among scientists whether 
   climate change is happening now, caused mainly  
   by human activities.”
   1 (unsure–volunteered)
“Which of the following three statements do you personally 
believe?
		  4 Climate change is happening now, caused mainly  
   by human activities.
   3 Climate change is happening now, but caused  
   mainly by natural forces.
   2 Climate change is not happening now.”































Figure 1: How much do you understand about 
global warming or climate change issues?  
Combined results from three statewide New 
Hampshire surveys in 2010 (1,531 interviews)
Figure 2: How much do you understand about 
global warming or climate change issues? Results 
from six regional CERA surveys in 2010 (7,438 
interviews)
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New Hampshire (n = 2,051; April, July and September 2010;    






















Olympic Peninsula (n = 1,013; October and November 2010)
On	washington	state’s	Olympic	Peninsula,	this	Cera	survey	
interviewed	residents	of	Clallam	and	Grays	Harbor	Counties.








Figure 3: What do you personally believe about 
climate change? Results from three 2010 New 
Hampshire surveys
Figure 4: What do you personally believe about  


































Figure 5: Percent who believe that climate is 
changing now, caused mainly by human activities—











































































































North Country Olympic Peninsula
SE Alaska 1 SE Alaska 2 
Figure 6: Percent who believe that climate is 
changing now, caused mainly by human activities— 
by political party and by low or high understand-















































































































Figure 7: Percent who believe that climate is 
changing now, caused mainly by human activities, 
on four New Hampshire surveys (2,051 interviews 
total)


































climate09.pdf;	and	nrC,	Advancing the Science of Climate 
Change	(washington,	DC:	national	research	Council	of	
the	national	academies,	2010).	For	overviews	of	research	




richardson,	et	al.	Synthesis Report from Climate Change: 
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